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Maison Otis, a historic ﬁroperty in the Charlevoix region, has been updated with chic furnishing:s and contemporary art done by locals. marsow oris

HOTEL INTEL

ART IS FO

AT MAISON OTIS IN

UNDATION FOR REBU
BAIE-ST-PAUL

Part boutique hotel, part traditional inn, it’s
been modernized into 17 accommodations

ROCHELLE LASH

The quaint village of Baie-St-Paul
in Charlevoix revolves around
art, and the acclaimed Maison
Otis has been renovated and re-
opened with art as its theme.

The renewed establishment
is the lodging centrepiece of
Baie-St-Paul’s main street,
St-Jean-Baptiste St., a walkable
few blocks of cafés, art galleries
and cute shops.
Lodging: Maison Otis is part
boutique hotel and part tradi-
tional inn, operating in a nearly
200-year-old stone house. It
recently modernized and trans-
formed cosy lodgings into 17 chic
hotel-style accommodations, with
alounge and breakfast room.

It’s a jaw-dropping change. The
guest rooms’ colour scheme is

subdued white, black and pale
grey, and the décor features black
lacquered furniture, navy velvet
headboards and brass lamps. All
are very well-appointed.

The five rooms in the main
house each are graced with an
original mural by a Charlevoix
artist. The works are contempo-
rary, even avant-garde; they add
colour and a modern zing to the
genteel, historic establishment.

The guest rooms have different
shapes and features, so it’s all an
adventure in architecture. Some
have angled cathedral ceilings;
two suites in the adjacent Pavilion
Danais have tall, ornate windows.
Most have original stone walls.
All of the bathrooms are brand
new, with white marble and glass
showers, and some with tubs. And
all rooms have new wooden floors
and flat-screen TVs, and include
bathrobes, organic toiletries and
Nespresso coffee.

Maison Otis has along and dis-
tinguished history. One corridor
is decorated with vintage photos
and a timeline that documents

Alsace, France, presenting dishes
such as pork from Les Viandes
Biologiques de Charlevoix with
sauerkraut, and flammekueche
(like a thin pizza) with snails,
cheese and créme fraiche.

Also from France is the hearty
tartiflette, a casserole of pota-
toes, onions, lardons, cream and
cheese.

Le Massif: The region’s best-
known outdoor escape is Le Mas-
sif de Charlevoix. The ski-and-
snowboard area has the highest
vertical drop in Eastern Canada,
an exceptional snowfall and
spectacular views of the St. Law-
rence River. It’s also a sociable

LD

the Otis family, going back to
1600s England and through their
presence in Baie-St-Paul.

The hotel’s Lounge Corp.O is
open Thursdays through Sat-
urdays from 5 p.m. for drinks,
notably cocktails made with Que-
bec spirits. Pianist Renée Gagnon
and singer-musician Annie
Morin entertain on Fridays and
Saturdays.

Maison Otis’s plans include
gardens, gazebos and terrasses
for summertime cocktails.
Dining: Le Diapason is run by
ahusband-and-wife couple —
chef Steve Michel and maitre
d’ Eve Soulard. The charming
French-Quebec restaurant,
arustic wooden cottage with
wine-coloured walls, is part of
the famed Charlevoix food trail
La Route des saveurs.

Ingredients are fresh from farm
and sea. Michel’s starters include
Galloway beef gravlax, mushroom
confit with local Tomme cheese,
croquettes of crab and cheddar,
and smoked salmon from Fumoir
St-Antoine. Main courses might
be flank steak, salmon confit in
fir-tree oil or duck magret from
La Ferme Basque de Charlevoix.

Le Diapason also pays trib-
ute to Michel’s native land of
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Maison Otis: 418-435-2255,
maisonotis.com; 23 St-Jean-
Baptiste St., Baie-St-Paul.
Price: Rooms start at $139
for two to four people; suites
start at $159; including con-
tinental breakfast if you book
directly; mini-fridge; Nespres-
so; baby gear. Pet-friendly,
$25 per night. Prices are
higher from June to mid-Sep-
tember.

Le Diapason: 418-435-2929,
restolediapason.com; 1 Ste-
Anne St., Baie-St-Paul. Three-
course dinner, $38-$47. Kids'
three courses, $16. Vegan/
vegetarian available. Winter,
open Tues.-Sat., dinner only
(more hours during holidays).
Summer, open Mon.-Sun., 11
a.m.-10 p.m.

Le Massif de Charlevoix:
877-536-2774, 418-632-5876,
lemassif.com; 23 kilometres
from Baie-St-Paul.
Charlevoix information:
800-667-2276, tour-
isme-charlevoix.com.

sporting area that holds amazing
events, including competitions
and parties.

Spring skiing gets wild and
crazy. Le Massif Open features
three days of festivities (March
27 to 29), including skiing and
riding demos and vintage ski
costumes. For snowboarders, the
Epic Banked Slalom (April 11) is
arugged obstacle course tackled
individually or in teams. The
season closes with the adren-
alin-packed Le Splash (April
18), in which brave skiers and
snowboarders swoop into a basin
of water.
rochelle@rochellelash.com
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Steve Michel operates Le Diapason in Baie-St-Paul alongside his wife, Eve
Soulard. Dishes often pay tribute to his native France. Lours LALIBERTE
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GREEN MOUNTALN SUTTES
HGTEL

401 Dorset St, South Burlington, VT 05403, USA
www.greenmountainsuites.com

Experience all the Charm of a Boutique Vermont Country Inn. Escape to beautiful
Burlington, Vermont starting at $109/night weekdays and $129/nt. weekends. Luxurious
One-Bedroom Suite includes Fireside Breakfast served each morning. Includes Fireside

Reception with Beer, Wine and Dinner weekdays. Heated Indoor Pool/Jacuzzi &

Exercise facility. Walking distance to University Mall and close to
Lake Champlain and the Church Street Marketplace.
Contact hotel for more information.

Toll-free reservations 866.337.1616

_ -
[ T

SMART SUITES

www.smartsuitesburlington.com
1700 Shelburne Rd., So. Burlington, Vt.
Toll free 877-862-6800
Come and enjoy our hospitality. FALL-WINTER RATES: Studio $85 US/night and one-bedroom
suite $95 US/night, including a deluxe continental breakfast and free WIFI. Mention The
Gazette special. Not valid with any other discounts and may not be available on certain week-
ends. Rates in effect until May 1st. Take Exit 13 off I-89, left on Rt 7/Shelburne Rd.
for 1.5 miles. Same entrance as Holiday Inn Express.




